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Composed at the end of the fourteenth century by an unknown author, The Saga of Grettir the Strong is one of the last great Icelandic sagas. It relates the tale of Grettir, an eleventh-century warrior struggling to hold on to the values
of a heroic age becoming eclipsed by Christianity and a more pastoral lifestyle. Unable to settle into a community of farmers, Grettir becomes the aggressive scourge of both honest men and evil monsters - until, following a battle
with the sinister ghost Glam, he is cursed to endure a life of tortured loneliness away from civilisation, fighting giants, trolls and berserks. A mesmerising combination of pagan ideals and Christian faith, this is a profoundly moving
conclusion to the Golden Age of the saga writing.
The medieval Norse-Icelandic saga is one of the most important European vernacular literary genres of the Middle Ages. This Introduction to the saga genre outlines its origins and development, its literary character, its material
existence in manuscripts and printed editions, and its changing reception from the Middle Ages to the present time. Its multiple sub-genres - including family sagas, mythical-heroic sagas and sagas of knights - are described and
discussed in detail, and the world of medieval Icelanders is powerfully evoked. The first general study of the Old Norse-Icelandic saga to be written in English for some decades, the Introduction is based on up-to-date scholarship
and engages with current debates in the field. With suggestions for further reading, detailed information about the Icelandic literary canon, and a map of medieval Iceland, this book is aimed at students of medieval literature and
assumes no prior knowledge of Scandinavian languages.
Andersson introduces readers to the development of the Icelandic sagas between 1180 and 1280, a crucial period that witnessed a gradual shift of emphasis from tales of adventure and personal distinction to the analysis of politics
and history.
The book discusses the relation between the Icelanders and the mediaeval Norwegian kings, as it appears in sagas and legal texts. By reassessing legal material and the sagas of Möðruvallabók, it finds the Icelanders partly subjects
of the king, and partly beyond his power.
Although based on historical persons from the 9th century, Ragnar Lodbrok and his sons are the subjects of compelling legends dating from the Viking era. Warriors, raiders, and rulers, Ragnar and his sons inspired unknown
writers to set down their stories over seven centuries ago. This volume presents new and original translations of the three major Old Norse texts that tell Ragnar's story: the Saga of Ragnar Lodbrok, the Tale of Ragnar's Sons, and
the Sogubrot. Ragnar's death song, the Krakumal, and a Latin fragment called the List of Swedish Kings, complete the story. Extensive notes and commentary are provided, helping the reader to enter the world of these timeless
stories of Viking adventure.
Byock sees the crucial element in the origin of the Icelandic sagas not as the introduction of writing or the impact of literary borrowings from the continent but the subject of the tales themselves - feud. This simple thesis is
developed into a thorough examination of Icelandic society and feud, and of the narrative technique of recounting it.
Photographs exploring the grandeur of Iceland's remarkable geography accompany tales of real-life heroes and supernatural beings
Dialogues with the Viking Age
Gisli Sursson's Saga and the Saga of the People of Eyri
The Routledge Research Companion to the Medieval Icelandic Sagas
The Enemy Without
A History of Icelandic Literature
De klok van IJsland
Feud, Law, and Society in Saga Iceland
The Conflict of Law and Justice in the Icelandic Sagas
The Icelandic Sagas about the First Documented Voyages Across the North Atlantic
A suppl. to bibliography of the Icelandic sagas and minor tales

Presents two classic folktales translated from the Old Icelandic.
Contains a collection of translations from Old Icelandic. Includes four sagas and five shorter narratives, most of which appear for the first time in English. Contents: The Saga of Clever Ref;
The Story of Thorstein of the East Fjords; The Saga of Valla Ljot; The Story of Thorvard Crow-Noes; The Story of Shuttle-Halli; The Story of Gold Asa-Thord; The Saga of Oath-Bound Men;
The Story of Gisl Illugason; The Saga of Bjorn, Champion of Hitardale; Bibliography
The world's longest lasting republic between ancient Rome and modern Switzerland, medieval Iceland (c. 870-1262) centered its national literature, the great family sagas, around the problem
of can a republic survive and do justice to its inhabitants. The Conflict of Law and Justice in the Icelandic Sagas takes a semiotic approach to six of the major sagas which depict a nation of
free men, abetted by formidable women, testing conflicting legal codes and principles - pagan v. Christian, vengeance v. compromise, monarchy v. republicanism, courts v. arbitration. The
sagas emerge as a body of great literature embodying profound reflections on political and legal philosophy because they do not offer simple solutions, but demonstrate the tragic choices
facing legal thinkers (Njal), warriors (Gunnar), outlaws (Grettir), women (Gudrun of Laxdaela Saga), priests (Snorri of Eyrbyggja Saga), and the Icelandic community in its quest for stability and
a good society. Guest forewords by Robert Ginsberg and Roberta Kevelson, set the book in the contexts of philosophy, semiotics, and Icelandic studies to which it contributes.
In Iceland, the age of the Vikings is also known as the Saga Age. A unique body of medieval literature, the Sagas rank with the world’s great literary treasures – as epic as Homer, as deep in
tragedy as Sophocles, as engagingly human as Shakespeare. Set around the turn of the last millennium, these stories depict with an astonishingly modern realism the lives and deeds of the
Norse men and women who first settled in Iceland and of their descendants, who ventured farther west to Greenland and, ultimately, North America. Sailing as far from the archetypal heroic
adventure as the long ships did from home, the Sagas are written with psychological intensity, peopled by characters with depth, and explore perennial human issues like love, hate, fate and
freedom.
The descriptions of the weather in medieval Icelandic sagas have long been considered unimportant, mere adjuncts to the action. This is not true: the way the weather is depicted can give us
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an insight into the minds of medieval Icelanders. The first part of this book illustrates how the Christian world-view of authors of the twelfth to fourteenth centuries influenced their descriptions
of meteorological conditions in earlier times. The second part is more literary in approach. It points out the formulaic nature of descriptions of storms, and shows how references to the weather
help to structure the narrative in some sagas. It also demonstrates how medieval Icelandic attitudes to the weather affect the portrayal of the hero.
The last fifty years have seen a significant change in the focus of saga studies, from a preoccupation with origins and development to a renewed interest in other topics, such as the nature of
the sagas and their value as sources to medieval ideologies and mentalities. The Routledge Research Companion to the Medieval Icelandic Sagas presents a detailed interdisciplinary
examination of saga scholarship over the last fifty years, sometimes juxtaposing it with earlier views and examining the sagas both as works of art and as source materials. This volume will be
of interest to Old Norse and medieval Scandinavian scholars and accessible to medievalists in general.
Deze vertaling van het legendarische gedicht 'Beowulf' door J.R.R. Tolkien in modern Engels is nooit eerder gepubliceerd. Eveneens opgenomen is het hierop geïnspireerde 'Sellic Spell',
Tolkiens eigen versie van een Oudengels epos. Tolkiens zoon Christopher redigeerde opnieuw een werk van zijn vader: ‘De vertaling van Beowulf is een vroeg werk dat hij in een later
stadium nog heeft gecorrigeerd. Deze editie is tweeledig, want het werk wordt aangevuld door verhelderend commentaar van mijn vader zelf, gebaseerd op een aantal lezingen in Oxford in de
jaren dertig. "Sellic Spell" is een fantastisch verhaal, geschreven door Tolkien in de vorm en stijl van het Oudengels waarin "Beowulf" oorspronkelijk is geschreven.’
Eirik the Red
The Sagas of the Icelanders
Beowulf
Icelanders in the Viking Age
The sagas of the Icelanders
The Saga of Gunnlaug Serpent-Tongue
Bloodtaking and Peacemaking
Iceland
Mediaeval Sagas and Legal Texts
A Companion to Old Norse-Icelandic Literature and Culture
William Morris and the Icelandic Sagas
This new introduction to the Old Norse Language of the sagas answers the need for an easy-to-use "primer." Carefully designed, this book
requires no previous knowledge and is a quick and exciting way for modern self-learners and classes to read Old Scandinavian sources about
the Viking Age. The concise lessons supply all necessary grammar, exercises, and vocabulary. The beginner quickly starts reading original
passages from sagas and The Prose Edda (a primary mythological source). Here is an excellent way to begin mastering Old Norse. For more,
visit juleswilliampress.com and oldnorse.org
Ranging across Scandinavia, England and Ireland, a Viking-age epic of two poets in doomed pursuit of Helga the Fair.
The remote and inhospitable landscape of Iceland made it a perfect breeding-ground for heroes. The first Norsemen to colonize it in 860 found
that the fight for survival demanded high courage and tough self reliance; it also nurtured a stern sense of duty and an uncompromising view
of destiny. The Icelandic sagas relate the adventurous lives of individuals and families between 930 and 1030, which began as oral tales but
were skilfully documented in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, and are now regarded as written literature. ABOUT THE SERIES: For over
100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects
Oxford's commitment to scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including expert introductions
by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date bibliographies for further study, and much more.
This work explores the role of orality in shaping and evaluating medieval Icelandic literature. Applying field studies of oral cultures in
modern times to this distinguished medieval literature, Gísli Sigurðsson asks how it would alter our reading of medieval Icelandic sagas if
it were assumed they had grown out of a tradition of oral storytelling, similar to that observed in living cultures. Sigurðsson examines how
orally trained lawspeakers regarded the emergent written culture, especially in light of the fact that the writing down of the law in the
early twelfth century undermined their social status. Part II considers characters, genealogies, and events common to several sagas from the
east of Iceland between which a written link cannot be established. Part III explores the immanent or mental map provided to the listening
audience of the location of Vinland by the sagas about the Vinland voyages. Finally, this volume focuses on how accepted foundations for
research on medieval texts are affected if an underlying oral tradition (of the kind we know from the modern field work) is assumed as part
of their cultural background. This point is emphasized through the examination of parallel passages from two sagas and from mythological
overlays in an otherwise secular text.
The Sagas of the IcelandersPenguin UK
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As complete a history as possible of the literature of Iceland.
The all -time bestselling of the sagas in Penguin Classics, The Vinland Sagas are published here in a vibrant new translation. Consisting of
The Saga of the Greenlanders and Eirik the Red s Saga, they chronicle the adventures of Eirik the Red and his son, Leif Eirikson, who
explored North America 500 years before Columbus. Famous for being the first-ever descriptions of North America, and written down in the
early thirteenth century, they recount the Icelandic settlement of Greenland by Eirik the Red, the chance discovery by seafaring adventurers
of a mysterious new land, and Eirik s son Leif the Lucky s perilous voyages to explore it.
Old Norse - Old Icelandic: Concise Introduction to the Language of the Sagas
Four Old Icelandic Sagas and Other Tales
Old Norse - Old Icelandic
And Other Icelandic Sagas
A Discourse on Method
The Sagas of Ragnar Lodbrok
The sagas of Icelanders
The Sagas of Icelanders
The Vinland Sagas
Kjartan's Choice
Icelanders and the Kings of Norway
A collection of essays on Icelandic sagas from the middle ages, which concern the earliest period of Icelandic history. Includes references.
This major survey of Old Norse-Icelandic literature and culture demonstrates the remarkable continuity of Icelandic language and culture from medieval to modern times. Comprises 29
chapters written by leading scholars in the field Reflects current debates among Old Norse-Icelandic scholars Pays attention to previously neglected areas of study, such as the sagas of
Icelandic bishops and the fantasy sagas Looks at the ways Old Norse-Icelandic literature is used by modern writers, artists and film directors, both within and outside Scandinavia Sets Old
Norse-Icelandic language and literature in its wider cultural context
The Sagas of Icelanders are enduring stories from Viking-Age Iceland filled with love and romance, battles and feuds, tragedy and comedy. Yet these tales are little read today, even by lovers
of literature. The culture and history of the people depicted in the Sagas are often unfamiliar to the modern reader, though the audience for whom the tales were intended would have had an
intimate understanding of the material. This text introduces the modern reader to the daily lives and material culture of the Vikings. Topics covered include Icelandic religion, social customs,
the settlement of disputes, and major milestones in life of Viking-Age Icelanders. Issues of dispute among scholars, such as the nature of settlement and the division of land, are addressed in
the text.
These sagas recount fierce feuds in which honour is fought for, sacrifice is demanded, and blood is shed. The fate of the characters at the centre of each saga, however, is very different. Gisli
is a traditional Viking-age hero who is determined to exact revenge at any cost and whose death is tragic when it comes. In contrast his nephew, Snorri, represents a new generation and acts
to strengthen the new social order. Taken together these sagas reveal the richness and variety of the saga tradition.
Dubbed by the New York Times as "one of the most sought-after legal academics in the county," William Ian Miller presents the arcane worlds of the Old Norse studies in a way sure to attract
the interest of a wide range of readers. Bloodtaking and Peacemaking delves beneath the chaos and brutality of the Norse world to discover a complex interplay of ordering and disordering
impulses. Miller's unique and engaging readings of ancient Iceland's sagas and extensive legal code reconstruct and illuminate the society that produced them. People in the saga world
negotiated a maze of violent possibility, with strategies that frequently put life and limb in the balance. But there was a paradox in striking the balance—one could not get even without going one
better. Miller shows how blood vengeance, law, and peacemaking were inextricably bound together in the feuding process. This book offers fascinating insights into the politics of a stateless
society, its methods of social control, and the role that a uniquely sophisticated and self-conscious law played in the construction of Icelandic society. "Illuminating."—Rory McTurk, Times
Literary Supplement "An impressive achievement in ethnohistory; it is an amalgam of historical research with legal and anthropological interpretation. What is more, and rarer, is that it is a
pleasure to read due to the inclusion of narrative case material from the sagas themselves."—Dan Bauer, Journal of Interdisciplinary History
Medieval Iceland was unique amongst Western Europe, with no foreign policy, no defence forces, no king, no lords, no peasants and few battles. It should have been a utopia yet its literature
is dominated by brutality and killing. The reasons for this, argues Jesse Byock, lie in the underlying structures and cultural codes of the islands' social order. 'Viking Age Iceland' is an
engaging, multi-disciplinary work bringing together findings in anthropology and ethnography interwoven with historical fact and masterful insights into the popular Icelandic sagas, this is a
brilliant reconstruction of the inner workings of a unique and intriguing society.
In this stimulating and reliable introduction to the Icelandic saga, Peter Hallberg correctly designates the genre as "Scandinavia's sole, collective original contribution to world literature." These
prose narratives dating from the thirteenth century are characterized by a psychological realism which sets them apart from all other contemporary forms of European literature. Mr. Hallberg's
emphasis is on the branch of saga literature which deals with the native heroes--with the settlement of Iceland by Norse chieftains and with the lives of these settlers and their descendants.
After disposing of the controversial "free-prose" theory of the origin and transmission of these stories, the author treats such problems as style and character portrayal, dreams and destinies,
Page 3/4

Get Free The Sagas Of The Icelanders (World Of The Sagas) (Rough Cut))
values and ideals, humor and irony. Several of the major sagas are studied in some detail. The concluding discussion concerns the decline of saga writing and the role played by the Sagas in
modern Scandinavian life and literature. Paul Schach's introduction and copious annotation furnish additional background material and bibliographical references to English translations of the
individual sagas and to significant studies on the major problems of saga research. Although intended primarily for the layman, The Icelandic Saga is of value to the specialist since it
judiciously evaluates and incorporates the revolutionary findings of the so-called "Icelandic school" of saga study.
The Complete Sagas of Icelanders, Including 49 Tales
An Introduction to the Sagas of Icelanders
The Weather in the Icelandic Sagas
Homer, Aristotle and the Sagas of the Icelanders
Sagas of the Icelanders
The Saga of the People of Laxardal and Bolli Bollason's Tale
The Icelandic Saga
The Saga of Grettir the Strong
The Growth of the Medieval Icelandic Sagas (1180-1280)
Viking Age Iceland
Feud in the Icelandic Saga
Old Norse - Old Icelandic: Concise Introduction is a modern "primer" for learning to read the Icelandic sagas in their original language. This straightforward, easy-to-use primer
requires no previous language knowledge. It is designed for self-learning, in-class use, and distance learning. Starting with the first page, students read Old Norse passages from
Icelandic sagas as well as episodes from Scandinavian myth and medieval sources. The language and thought of the Viking Age come alive in these critical, Old Norse reading
segments. Old Norse - Old Icelandic is divided into 17 short lessons. Each lesson opens with a passage in Old Icelandic drawn from sagas or mythological sources. Lessons focus on
the grammar and vocabulary necessary to master the reading(s). In this way, original texts determine the instruction, and students master grammatical elements as they are
needed. To speed the learning, each lesson contains a short vocabulary of new words and phrases, as well as practice exercises, reinforcing the grammatical explanations. For a
free Answer Key to the exercises, visit our website: oldnorse.org.
Set around the turn of the last millennium, these stories depict with an astonishingly modern realism the lives and deeds of the Norse men and women who first settled Iceland
and of their descendants, who ventured farther west - to Greenland and, ultimately, the coast of North America itself."
Combining an accessible approach with innovative scholarship, An Introduction to the Sagas of Icelanders provides up-to-date perspectives on a unique medieval literary genre
that has fascinated the English-speaking world for more than two centuries. Carl Phelpstead draws on historical context, contemporary theory, and close reading to deepen our
understanding of Icelandic saga narratives about the island's early history. Phelpstead explores the origins and cultural setting of the genre, demonstrating the rich variety of oral
and written source traditions that writers drew on to produce the sagas. He provides fresh, theoretically informed discussions of major themes such as national identity, gender
and sexuality, and nature and the supernatural, relating the Old Norse-Icelandic texts to questions addressed by postcolonial studies, feminist and queer theory, and ecocriticism.
He then presents readings of select individual sagas, pointing out how the genre's various source traditions and thematic concerns interact. Including an overview of the history of
English translations that shows how they have been stimulated and shaped by ideas about identity, and featuring a glossary of critical terms, this book is an essential resource for
students of the literary form. A volume in the series New Perspectives on Medieval Literature: Authors and Traditions, edited by R. Barton Palmer and Tison Pugh
Jon Hreggvidszoon, een arme pachtboer, wordt na een rommelig proces ter dood veroordeeld voor de moord op de beul van de Deense koning. In de nacht voor zijn onthoofding
wordt hij bevrijd door de mooiste vrouw van IJsland, Snæfrid. Hij weet met een Nederlandse vissersboot naar Rotterdam te ontsnappen. Na vele omzwervingen bereikt de
volhardende Jon, die ondanks alles zijn bijtende gevoel voor humor behoudt, zijn uiteindelijke doel, Denemarken. Daar hoopt hij gerechtigheid te vinden, maar zijn zaak wordt de
inzet van een politiek machtsspel en de boer groeit uit tot een symbool van de hongerende en mishandelde IJslandse bevolking.
An examination of how greatly the sagas and other literature of Iceland shaped the poems of William Morris.
The Cambridge Introduction to the Old Norse-Icelandic Saga
Concise Introduction to the Language of the Sagas
The Medieval Icelandic Saga and Oral Tradition
A Book of Essays
(Íslendinga Sögur) a Supplement to Bibliography of the Icelandic Sagas and Minor Tales
The sagas of Icelanders : a selection
Narration and Representation in the Sagas of the Icelanders
The People of the Sagas
Land of the Sagas
Eirik the Red and other Icelandic Sagas
The Irish Disconnection in the Sagas of the Icelanders
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